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I did not use every means at wy disposal in
order to obtain a decision. How ecan the
settlers at Denmark live on the expectation
that in anpother five months the Government
will help them. I do not say that the Govern-
ment are against Denmark, but it is in the
interests of the State that a decision shoull
be given mow,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The hon, member is
quite justified in moving for a reduction of
the item as a protest against the delay on the
part of the Goversment, Hon. members who
have visited the Denmark distriet can bear
ont the statement that the settlers there are
in a deplorable plight and that at the pres-
ent time they are hopefnl of being able to get
some sustenance out of pig raising, to which
industry they have turned their attention.
One has only to go to the homes of some of
these settlers to see the conditions under whiech
they are living. The matfer is cerfainly
worthy of immediate attention.

Mr. Harrison: Are the people there worse
than the settlers at Yorkrakine?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I bhelieve they are.
They bave been hampered by the high price
of the land.

The Premier: That has been reduweed.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: But their money has
gone and they are now dependent on little
butter and bacon factories. I trust the Pre-
mier will eome to a decision promptly,

The PREMIER: I have already told the
hon. member that the Government will go into
the matter at once with the view of remedyring
any disablilities that may exist.

Ar. H. ROBINSON: Qun that definite pro-
mise made by the Premier— —

The Colonial Treasurer: There is no defi-
nire promise.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: My interpretation of
the Premier’s remarks is that he has promised
to look into the matter at once. That is a
promise and T do not want the Treasurcr to
bloek me afterwards. T have cvery confidence
that the Premier will give the subject the
consideration it deserves. I shall withdraw
the amendment.

Amegndment by leave withdravwn.

Item, Bronswick orchard, including wages,
£700.

Mr, LUTEY: T would like to have an ex-
planation regarding this item. As a layman
I am now convinced that the right thing was
done when the Honorary Minister authorised
the rooting up of the orchard, bui afier hear-
ing another expert on the matter in tbe per-
son of the member for Bunbury, who con-
tended that it cost much less than £1,000 to
run an orchard of a similar size, I am wonder-
ing whether the amount on the Estimates is a
fair charge.

The PREMIER: This amount was on the
Loan Estimates, but it was transferred to the
Revenue Estimates.

Item, Rahbit-proof feuce, expenses of up-
keep, £12,200,

Mr. MULLAXNY: About twelve months apo
when the previons Estimates were before this
House, considerable discussion took placc on
this item, On that occasion the member for
North Perth moved to bring about a consider-
able reduction in the item and I supported the
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proposal. Notwithstanding an assurance
given at that time that the watter would be
locked into and that probably reduced expen-
diture would be brought about, we find now
that there is an inerease in the item of £929.

The Minister for Works: There are more
rabbits.

Mr. MULLANY: I regret we have not the
report of the select committee which was re-
cently appeinted to inquire into the question
of the rabbit invasion, but I Dhelieve that were
a majority of the members of that committee
here they would say that it was an utter ab-
surdity to keep up this ever-inereasing vote.
The fences have entirely failed in the object.
for which they were erected and I believe that
the sum of £12,200 could better be spent to
combat the pest on the farms between the
two fences. The fences are absolutely useless.
I feel so strongly on the matter that 1 intend
to meove an amendment—

‘“That the item be reduced by £4,000.%’

The PREMIER: If the hon, member’s
amendment is earried the utility of the fence
will be eompletely destroyed; in fact we might
then just as well take it wp, I went carefully
into this matter and came to the conclusion
that it would be advisable to allow the two
fences to remain, and in that way confine the
rabbits to the area between the two fences so
as to more easily destroy them. The fences
are well Jooked after and those who have seen
them ean bear out that statement. Not only
do these fences keep ont rabbits, but dingoes
and foxes as well. The wire netting, if taken
up, would be of no value. If would be a pity
to remove thia outer fence. I hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote pot and passed.

This completed the Estimates of the Agri-
cultural Department.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.32 p.m.

Negislative Council.

Tucsday, 1e2th AMarch, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented,’’ see *‘Minutes of Proccedings. '’}

BILT—CURATOR OF IXTESTATES
ESTATES.

Read a third time, and passed.



BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

MOTION—FRUIT (ANNING INDUSTRY,
LOAX,

Debate resumed from the &th March on
the motion by the Hon. A. Sanderson, ‘‘That
the Auditor General be requested fo report
on (1) the circumstances attending the loan
of £5500 by the Government to the fruit
canning industry, and (2) the present posi-
tion and prospeets of the venture.*’

Hon, €. P. BAXTER (Ilonorary Minister
—East) [4.37]: T am somewhat surprised at
Mr. Sanderson’s attitude towards the nego-
tintions between the AF.L. Co. and the Gov-
ernment, seeing that that hon. member ia not
only interested in fruit-growing himself but
is also the representative of a number of
small fruitgrowers who are established in his
copstituency. Mr., Sanderson has made ex-
tracts from the files, and I think he might
have gone a little further and heen fair to
the Government. By making generous use of
the files he would have been Qoing justice to
the Government, and would not have been
rresenting, as he d{id, one side of the case
only. The hon. member led off by saying—

In order to put the position fairly and
clearly before lton. members, T would like
to say that there is no hostility to the
fruitgrowing industry as far as I am con-
cerned. So far from there being any hos-
tility, I may say that I have been, and am,
interested in the froitgrowing industry,
and nothing would give me greater pleas-
nre, satisfactoion, or profit than to see the
fruit industry in this country established
on a sound financial basis.

The hon. member takes extraordinary steps
indced to bring about that ideal. One won-
ders on what lines he intends to proceed, in
order to place the fruif industry on a sonnd
basis. By asscrting that the advance made
by the Government to the fruit industry was
in contravention of Federal legislation, did
he intend to =assist that industrv? Again,
did he intend to asssist our fruit industry
by representing that the advance made by
the Government was really a bonus? As a
fuet, the Government were making a loan at
the current rate of interest. On the 1st
November, 1916, the Honorary Minister rang
up the Under Secretary for Agriculturc and
discussed with him this proposed advance.
The matter was referred to the Solicitor
General, who stated that so long as the ad-
vance was made by way of loan, sccured and
-earrying interest, it could not be looked upon
a3 a bonus. Further than that, the approval
of the Commonwealth Treasurer had heen
given. So far from assisting the fruit in-
dustry, the hon. member, to all intents and
purposes, is opposing any help whatever be-
ing given by the Government to those who
-are starting ovt upon the manufacture of
jam for the purpose of using up the surplus
fruits of the State, It is indeed hard to un-
.derstand what method the hon. member
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would take to estublish the industry.
Sanderson further said—

It will be seen, in the course of the
statement I will make, that the fruit.grow-
ing industry in this country, speaking now
, from the jam-making and preserving point
of view, is admitted to have one great
rival, or, as one of the hon. members
classed it, one great enemy, namely the
Joues Company.

T am with the hon. member to this extent,
that a certain statement appeared in the
““West Australian’' immediately after the an-
nouneement that the Government were mak-
ing this advance. The establishment of local
fruit preserving works was very nnfavourably
commented upon in the statement. At the
time it was given out that the person who
was commenting s¢ unfavourahly was no less
a person than the loecal representative of
Messrs, Jones & Co., of Hobart. That state-
ment may not be correct, but the Agricul-
tural Departmeant have every reason to be-
lieve that it is correct. [ give it for what
it is worth. Does Mr. Sanderson take the
stand that becausc therc is opposition to an
industry it must not he begun or assisted?
If so, how are we to start any industry? Tt
is absolutely impossible to start amy indus-
try in any line without opposition. Any in-
dustry which is started must face opposi-

Mr.

tion. The present time is most oppor-
tune for any industry sueh as thaf
here in view to he started, beeause
there is a Iack of shipping to import

food-stuffs inte the State. If ever there was
a time when an indwstry in the food line
should be started here, it is now; and I hold
that the duty of anmy Government in power is
to assist in building up such an iadustry,
more cspecially on the lines suggested by the
present Government, which are business lines,
and which stipulate for proteetion for the
State’s advances. This industry, if started,
must benefit fruitgrowerg, and, in doing so,
must benefit Mr. Sanderson himself as an or-
chardist. ¥ is hard for me to understand
why Mr. Sanderson should raise sueh ohjee-
tions and fight the Government so bitterly.
The hon. member went on to say—
If hon. members turn to the policy specch
of the Premier of Queensland—
Very few hon. memhers have done that.
they will find that the Government of that
State approached this question in a sensible
way from their point of view. The Pre-
mier, Mr. Ryan, in bis policy specch de-
livered in Townsville, said that, with a view
of securing to the prowers a fair return for
their labours, and a ready market for their
produects, a fruit-canning factory was to he
established at a cost of £40,000,
At last Mr. Sanderson is converted to State
socialism; there ean be no question ahout that.
He favours the cstablishment by the Queens-
land Government of a State jam-making in-
dustry at a cost of £40,000. Yet, strange to
say, he opposes any attempt on the part of
the Government of this State to make an ad-
vance of £5.000 to establish a similar industry
here. The hon. member says—
We come to Western Australia, and what
do we find? We find that the henefits of
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private enterprise are to be linked up with
the benefits of State socialism, and the pol-
ey of the Government, as announced, is a
pound for pound subsidy to any company
who will put up the money,

He confradiets himself in that one statement.
The policy of the Government, he says, is
linked up with State soeialism, and yet he
winds up that sentence by saying thut the ad-
vance is on the pound for pound basgis as a
loan at current rate of interest. The hon.
member kept harping on the wonl subsidy.
When he was speaking T interjected that this
was not a subsidy, but o lean. It is hard to
understand how @ member, whe in this House
is always preaching opposition to State social-
ism, should boost up the Goverument of a
sister State becaure they have ecome out in a
socialistie venture of jam making. T would
like to ask the how. geutleman, what would be
his attitnde if the Government of this Stafe
opencd out in the same divection and to the
same extent us the Queensiand Government,
namely, £40,000, However, our experience of
State trading concerns does not, in my opin-
ion, justify us in launching out to such extent
as the Queensland Government arve doing. The
Government of this State bave made an ad-
vance, not to a socialistic concern at all, but

to n vo-operative body. The hon. member
made this further statement-—
I will even take this corvection, I think

when the hon. gentleman has a litkle more
experience he will know that in this counee-
tion loans aml subwidies and gifts are all
alike, and that things now are mixed up in
such g tangle that even a chartered aceount-
ant could not put it right. -

[ do not know whether a chartered accountant
would be required to put it right, but the hon,
member considered he conld puf it right ouly
by a bitter attack om the Government. The
money has been held up for the past eight or
nine weeks pending the making of a suitable
agrecment between the Government and the
company, an agrcement which will protect the
interests of the Govermment when the advanece
is made. Loans and subsidies arc by no means
the same. A subsidy is a grant, while a loan
represents moneys to he returned. T maintain
that the Government have ample protection in
this cage. We hold a seeurity over the whole
of the company’s assets, incinding the un-
ealled up eapital, the plant and stoek in trade.
The hon. member referred to the correction
and to my interjecting that it was not a sub-
sidv, bot a Joan.  Notwithstanding that he
harped upon the word ‘‘subsidy.’’ As regards
his Iater statement, T think it was aitogether
uncalled for. He said I required a little more
experience. If he meant by ‘little more ex-
perience’? that T am to become as short-sighted
and vindictive a8 some other people I know, T
hope the day i= far distant when T ghall gain
that experience. The hon. member referred to
the file as follows: —

On woing through the file we find that
Mr. Baxter is one of the MMinisters whose
signatures appear on it. ‘‘T concur’’ ir
what he writes, This file should he sufficient:
to send that Minister out of the Cabinet

[COUNGIL.]

aml ont of [farlHament to-morrow. It what
appears on the file had oeceurred in connee-
tien with « private institution that jnstitu-
tion would have found itsclf in the Bank-
vuptcy Court, and it the hon. member had
heen earrying on business for anybody clve
and had done anything like that e would
have been (ismissed withont a moment's
hesitation.

- Could anything be wmore bitter or mors un-

called for? T interjected several times ask-
ing the hon. member tn tell the 1Touse what
T had coneurred in, Tt is most unfair to re
fer to me in those terms, to say that I should
he out of the Cabinet. I will tell hon. mem-
bers presently what it was I concurred in,
and leave them to judge as to wha was right,
Mr. Sanderson or myself, As a matter of
fact, this advanee was approved before T
took control of the Agricultural Department,
and the fact that the money has not been
paid clearly shows that I was not satisfied,
and that I held the matter np nntil [ should
be satisfied that the Government were amply
protected for the money advaneed.  Then
why this bitter attack on me? I challenge
the lon. member with having deliberately
withlield information from the Mouse, the in-
formation ns to what it was I concurred in.
This shonld have been given to the House,
or alternatively no menfion whatever made
ef it. Tt is nbsolutely unfair, and Mr, Sand-
erson was the last member from whom I should
have expected it.  Fis statement that the
file is sufficieni to send me out of Cabinet
and out of Puarlinment is very strong indeed,
seeing that my only connection with the file
i in respeet of this onc matter, upon which
T can fully justifyr myself. I waunt hon,
members to judge who is right, Mr. Sander-
son or those Ministers he so strongly im-
pugned the other evening. My attitude was
that no advanec should be made to the eom-
pany unless the Government were fully pro-
tected. T had n conference with the Colo-
nial Treasurer. T have here the report of
the conference. Tt is fairly léngthy, but
seeing that Mr. Sanderson was so careful to
omit these things from his apeech, I will
read it. Here is the official note of the con-
ferenee T refer fo—

The Honorary Minister had a conference
with the Colonial Treasurer and Measrs,
Wickens and Berkeley regarding the se-
curity cxistent to cover opur present ad-
vanee and the proposed further advance of
£2300 to the AFYL, Jam Coy. It was
poinied out that the fixed assets only ae-
counted for a suom of from £700 to £800
and that the bulk of the eapital was in-
vested in stock.  After going into the mat-
ter the Colonial Treasurer stated that the
position was as follows—Asgets, inelud-
ing plant and stock were valued at £8,000
and the liabilities at £3,500, leaving a bal-
ance of £4,500, This balance was estimated
at date of statement available as a set off
against the Government advance of
£4 5866, The (Colonial Treasurer said that
this being the position, it woud he neces-
sary to draw up an agreement that if that
position was varied, we should have the
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pover to step in itounediately.  TFor this
purpuse he instrueted that we should obh-
tuin a wonthly statement of the company =
trausactions. ile put the responsibility
for the preparation of the necessary legal
documents to carry out his instructions on
the Honorary Minister, stating that he was
prepared to make the advance once this
was done.
On the bottom of that 1 wrote, 'L concur.”’
That is what | concurred jr, That ir the only
matter on the file with which I am conneeted,
yet Mr. Sanderson says that this file should
be suficient to send me vut of Cabinet and
oui of Parlinment to-morrow. Is that fair
criticismm? He further states that the Minis-
ter obtained the approval of Cabinet for an
asivance of £2,500. The hon. member added—

What that approval is worth, 1 do not
know. Three days afterwards in  the
f“West Australian’’ an adverse comment
appears.  ‘*It is certain,’” says one of the
importers, ‘‘the project is doomed to fail-
ure,’’

This is one of the many warnings Mr. Sand-
erson savs we had received. Of course we
would get wurnings of this sort. The oppe-
gition traders were bound to issue warnings
and state in the Press that the enterprise
was doomed to failure. 'Would the hon, wmem-
ber, heeause of that, expect the Government
to refuse Assistance to this young enterprise?
It iy significant that, right on top of this
statement in the Press, Mr. SBanderson ques-
tioned the legality of making this advance.
I do not sugpgest any collusion between the
writer of the Press comment and the hon,
member, but it iz peculiar that, following
immediately on that article in the Press, Mr.
Sanderson guestioned the legality of the ad-
vance. Yet it is the same Mr. Sanderson
who tclls ns that he wishes to assist the in-
dustry. Certainly his iden of assisting the
industry would be exceedingly likely to doom
it to failure. His attitude right through ap-
pears to be that the best form of assistance
the Government ean tender is not to make
any advance, i8 rather to erush the young en-
terprise at the outset. If the Government
refuse to advance to am indusiry of this
kind, outside c¢apital will not be found for
the purpose and there will be very little hope
of any progress whatover being made dur-
ing war time. The hon. member also said
this—

In Qectober in a memorandom from the
Fruit Commissioner he says the parties had
met, that is the Under Secretary and the
pentlemen connected with the company,
and they had stated that the wholesale
people had finally refused to join the com-
vany, and the Jones company was exercis-
ing influence in this connection. Any Min-
ister who knows his business and with a
sense of responsibility would see, if there
is any truth in this, that this was a warn-
ing.

If it was any warning at all, it was a warn-
ing that we should stand by this young en-
terprise and see thaf it was not left to the
tender mercies of the Jones Company or any
other opposition company. 1If the Govern.
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ment had adepted woe attituue fuvoured by
the bon. member there would not have been
a jam company in existence in this State
to-duy. Of course, if in the opinion of the
hon, member Jones & Co. should have a
monopoly of the fruit preserving industry,
one can understand his attitude. Does the
hen. member really urge that the Govern-
ment shonld not assist in thwarting the com-
petition coming from the East? [f this is
the ease, how does the hon. member suggest
that we in this State shonld establish any
industry, seeing that no matter what that in-
dustry is it will receive strong opposition?
For his information, however, T may state
that, despite Messra. Jones & Co., the AP.L,
Company’s sales have reached the vicinity of
£2,000 per month. It is very gratifying in-
deed that a yvoung concern such as this shounld
have such a turngver. The eourse of the hon
member’s speech was interrupted hy M.
Holmes, who asked, ‘‘That makes £8,500 in
all*’” To that Mr. Sanderson replied, Y
can only say that 1 think so, but the Auditor
Genera! will be able to tell us that, too.”’
Then Mr, Miles asked, ‘‘What capital have
the company subscribed?’’ and Mr. Sander-
son replied, ‘‘The Auditor General will tell
us that, too.’’ Tf the hon. member went
so  carefully  throngh the file, and
got out all the facts, why (did he take no note
of the information asked for in those two in-
terjectionst? The file discloses that the amount
was £2,500, and the hon. member must have
been perfectly well aware of that beeause he
had gone through the file. And he must also
have known that the capital subscribed was
£2,300. There was no necessity to talk of ap-
plying to the Auditor General for this informa-
tion, sceing that it is all on the file, Could the
Auditer General tell the hon. member anything
more than what appears on the file?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Had they subseribed
that £2300 when the £2,500 was advanced?

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: No, not the whole of
it, yet the hon. member made repeated refer-
ence to this having been paid. He has made so
much use of the file that he cannot have over-
looked the faet that the amount has not been
paid.

Hon. G, J. G. W. Miles: The £3,000¢

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
The £2,300 has not been paid. As a matter of
fact the whole attitude of the hon. member has
been to pick out certain parts of the file 80 as
to attack the Government, withont showing
how the position stands. The hon. member goes
on to say—

The Fruit Industries Commissioner con-

tinues—‘‘The Jones combine has already

cut prices twiee since the company started.’’

There is about the fifth warning.
Where is the warning to the Government not
to make the advance if the Jones company bas
cut prices twice? Have we not a right to assist
an industry here? Ts it not & benefit to the con-
sumers if the price has been ent twice? That
alone gnes a long way fo show that the Gov-
ernment shonld make the advance, especially
if we are reducing the price to the consumer.
Yet the hon. member characterises this as a
warning. Why, it is an encouragement for the
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Government 1o The hon. member

82ys—

Now we come to August, 1917. Tt is esszeu-
tia.l that the jam factory should be kept
going. Heaven knows why.

Mr. Sanderson says ‘‘Heaven knows why.”’

That is a peculiar statement to make. How

will the State progress if our industries are not

kept going¥ 1t is a very peenliar attitude for
the hon. member to take up. We must push our
industries forward. We must keep people on
their orehard properties, and the only way to
keep orchardists going is to find some ontlet
for their preducts. We have no gpporttmity of
doing that unless we establish an industry for
jam-making, eanning, and fruit drying. There
is no shipping to-day, although the State bas
been exporting large quanfities of fruit in
years gone by. Since the war our fruit export
has dwindled until this year I do not suppose
a case of apples will be sent away. If some-
thing is ot done in this direction people will
abandon their orchards. They cannot live on
fresh air, and their fruit cannot be allowed to
rot on the ground, and this it will do if there
is no market for it. Then Mr. Sanderson
said—
I am not criticising the company; T sympa-
thise with them to a certain extent, and ad-
mire them in another regard. I sympathise
with them in the difficulty they find in start-
ing any new affair at the present time, and
I must say T admire the way in which they
have handled their loan aceonnt.

I take it this is nothing short of sarcasm. The
hon. gentleman all the time was referring to
how these people were manipulating thingy to
get an advance from the Government. The Gov-
ernment were Jdoing their duty to the country,
and the fruitgrowers were deing their hest,
when they were putting their money into it. If
this industry is established orchardists can
grow more fruit, but Mr. Sanderson’s attitnde
is not to assist, it i5 to obstruct, to break down.
Why he has such opposgition I cannot under-
stand. Iere is a gentleman who has an or-
chard of his own, and ought to be looking
forward to assist his brother orchardists, but
he is putting every obstacle he can in their
way. Ar, Sanderson further states—

Then there is a leng passage about the fire
insuranee preminms. I will leave that out, al-
though it is an indication of the grossly care-
Jess way in which the business was condueted
by the Government,

The Governinent were making advances to these

people, yet they were carcless. RBecause they

saw that it was eovered by a fire insurance
policy? Tt was an indication that the Govern-
ment were not careless, but were very careful.

Is it not the duty of the Government to see

that there is a fire insurance poliey? The Gov-

ernment hiave been most careful in this direc-

tion. Where is the consistency of the hon. mem-

ber’s reference to this matter? For the life of

me I cannot see it. Mr. Sanderson again said,

when I asked bim what 1 eoncurred in—
How can 1 explain that? I have been almost
an hour and a half speaking on this motion,
and T have asked someone else to explain the
whole position.

Yes, that is the position. The hon. memher was

an hour and a half speaking but what was he

proeeed.

[COUNCIL.]

saying?! Giving only one side; taking wnjust
advantage of the knowledge which he had
gained from the file; to make an unfair attack.
Why did not the hon. gentleman state what I
did concur iu? He knew what it was. He knew
that I had concurrved in a statement submitted
to me correctly setting out the position, I
wanted to see the whole thing puk on a proper
husiness footing. The hon. member was not fair
in that. He took a long time to explain the
matter to suit his own ewls. He wouid put
nothing befere the House to favour wme, The
hon, member further states—
Do not Jet hon. members imagine that this is
a thing whieh ought to be dropped, hecause
it is of no further inferest, as we have lost
the money or beeause the venture is going
to prove a sunecessful one.
This from a gentleman who wants to see an
industry carried on. He dees not want to hurt
the company. He wants to assist them. He
wauts to see them progress. This money has
not heen lost. On the 31lst Oetober, 1017, a
statement was submitted to the Govermment
and attached to the file, showing the position
of the company as follows:—Assets, good (ex-
clusive of uncalled capital) £8,000; liabilities
(exelusive of AF.L. advance of £2000 which

they guarantee to Jeave in the under-
taking) £3,500; Government advance
£2,500; proposed advance £2366; total
£4,866, So that the position to-day is
that each side has put in an equal
amount and carried out the Govern-
ment poliey of pound for pound. Tt is in-

teresting te note also that the ecompany in
its short life has expended in purchases of
fruit and merchandise £17,000, and has made
sales of approximately £15000, and has con-
tracts for approximately 600,000 lbs. of pre-
serves at remunerative rates. I think this
is very satisfactory and the hon. gentleman
says this is a had Dhusiness venture.

Hon. G. J. G. W._ Miles: How munch a
pound ?

Hon. C. F. BANXTER (Honorary Minis-
ter) : 1 eannot give the contraet price just at
this moment. Then the hon. member goes
on to say—

So far as I am personally concerned,
my fixed determination is to fight for uni-
fication, and my fixed Delief of months and
years standing is that this is the only
sound policy to adopt. I almost rejoice
at these performances of the Government,
because I see that it is not a question of
discussing unification, for unification will
be brought about by force of circum-
stances.

The hon. member will have an opportunity
of going a step further shortly. Within the
next few months he will have to go before
his electars, and [ challenge the hen. mewm-
her to go hefore his electors on the ques-
tion of unification. Tf he does so we shall
see what his clectors have to say. That is the
best step he can take if he is so sare about
this unification business. T should like to
explain to hon. members how the matter
stands, Prior to the first advance the posi-
tion of the fruit indestry was such that with-
out the asistance of the Government the in-
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dustry wus threatened with total collapse.
In 1914 the export of fruit from this coun-
try, inclusive of grapes, was 126,000 cases.
There is not a chance of sending half a ship-
load away this year. This is the state of
things owing to the war, What can be
done? We must go in for jam-making, can-
ning and drying. Last year there was a
large export from this State to the Eastern
States. This also has ceased. We may he
able to export a little late fruit to the East-
ern States—late varicties of apples—but not
anytbing else. Exports have ceased in the
East as well as here. Every avenue in that
direction has been e¢losed. The area of or-
charda reaching the fruit bearing stage is in-
ereasing annunally, and it is necessary for us to
keep up with our export trade. We must go
further aficld and do something for those or-
chards which are coming into bearing each
year. In 1916-17 there was a slump in soft
fruits. They did not pay for the cost of the
case and the fruit. Tons of froit dropped
and lay ou the ground rotting. This is on
aceount of there heing nn preserving worka
here to take the fruit and turn it into jam,
or to can or dry it. For some time we have
heen importing preserves, cte., to the cxtent
of £177,000 apnnually, yet we allow our
own fruit to lie on the ground and rot. Ave
we to keep on importing this £177,000 worth?
That is the atfitnde which the hon. member
adopts. But that is not the attitude of the
Governmant. We want to assist the industry.
The industry must go ahead, and we must
deal! with our surplus fruit, or otherwise it
would be lost to us. In addition to that,
we find that the fruitgrowers, although not
a wealthy class, subscribed towards the capi-
tal of the ecompany. The West Australian
growers  invested £2,300 in this jam company.
If T remember rightly it was stated by the
hon. gentleman to be a long way below this,
but that is the amount. The Assoeiated
Fruitgrowers, another combination, has put
up £2,000, the Westralian Farmers have ad-
vanced £500. These are three distinct bodies,
all comprised of frunitgrowers, and yet the hon.
member said thev had no faith. They have
put up £4.500.

Hon, G. J. G. W. Miles: More than thaf
if one company put up £5,000.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minis-
ter): The West Australian growers put up
£2,300, the Associated Growers £2,000, and the
Westralian Farmera £500. The area under
fruit is as follows: apples 7,163 acres, pears
718 acres, soft fruits 3,150 aecres, oranges,
mandaring and lemons 1,946, It was recog-

nised that it was abouf time that some indus.’

try was started notwithstanding the many
warnings we have had from those in opposi-
tion. It was our duty to force the industry
forward, especially as there never was such an
opportunity to establish it as it existed at that
particular time. Let us look at the exports,
In 1914 when the acreage in hearing was not
nearly what it is to-day, the cxports overseas
were as follows: apples 103,558 bushels, pears
8,746 bushels, and grapes 14,232 bushels, We
have mnot even the same home consumption
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to-day as we had in 1914, We have
lost a perat number of consumers from
the State, and in addition we have not the op-
portunity of shipping fruit away. Yet the
hon, member would have us sit down quietly
and let the prospects of establishing an in-
dustry die right out. Let me give hon. mem-
bers the imports, Of dried fruits we imported
£45.798, and of cauned froit £131,594. When
we make importations of sueh huge value
does it mot strike one that it is due to the
Government to assist in the establishment of
an industry? Of course it is. Through the
glut in soft fruits in 1916-17 the prices rea-
lised were such that many of the growers had
to put their hands into their pockets and pay
freight and commission. The factory in gues-
tion since it started, has relieved the position
to some extent, but nothing like what it will
do in the future. It was alleged by a loeal
newspaper on the 11th February, 1917, that
tons of soft fruit had votted. We know that
a large quantity rotted, too much in fact to be
lost to the fruitgrowers of the State. Apples,
oranges, and pears may he stored and inar-
keted regularly, but soft frvits must be desalt
with at once, and what other way is there of
dealing with them than te can them or convert
them into jam or dry them? Sinee they have
been established, the company’s sales have
reached a total of £15,000, so that the bogey
of Jones & Co.’s opposition, raised by the
hon. member, is of little consequence. VWhilst
I was in Melbourne this company managed to
secure a contraect with the Imperial and the
American Governments to supply 380,000 lbs.
of jam. The major portion of that contract
is for the supply of fig jam and the company
will be turning it out at a deeent profit. The
jam is being made from figs which would
otherwise have rotted. Western Australia
could not have taken advantange of an order
like that if the Government had not gore to
the assistance of the company, and yet the
hon. member wants the House to believe that
a wrong attitude was adopted. The original
order for the supply of jam was only 130,000
Ibs., but while I was in Melbourne the Minis-
ter for Agriculture wired amd asked me to
nrge the Federal Government to make repre-
sentations to the American Government to
accept fig jam. The American Government
agreed, and in that way the order was in-
creased to 350,000 s, Tu addition to that
an order was obtained for the supply of
115,000 Ibs. of jam for the Imperial Govern-
ment and 20,000 two-lh. cans of pears for the
A.LF. This order, too, would have gome to
Jones & Co, if the A.F.L. bad not been estab-
lished in this State. It is diffieult to under-
stand the hon. memher’s attitude on this ques-
tion. He stated that he songht information
only and that he had perused the file from
beginning to end, but it appears to me that
the hon. member only selected thoze parts of
the file which suitedl himself. The file on-
tains the whole of the information which it is
possible to supply. What more does the hon.
member want! Does he saoggest that he is
not intelligent enough to understand what ap-
pears on the file and that therefore he wants
the whole of it submitted to the Anditor Gen-
eral wha micht he able to get more out of it >
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If we engaged all the auditors in Porth te
investigate the matter, they could not find out
anything more than it is possible to do by
carefully going through the file. At the pre-
sent time one of the most reputable firms in
Perth arc auditing the company’s aceounts,
and the report and statement will be avuilable
for inspection at a later period.  Does the
hon. member want more than that; does he
suggest that that report will not be suflficlent
when it js made available?

Hon. A, Sanderson: Will it be laid on the
Table of the House?

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER (Honorary Minis-
ter): If the hon, member wishes to have the
report he can ask for it. I cannot say at this
stage whether it will be presented to IPar-
liament. I de not know whether it i ncees-
sary to keep the House occupied any longer
on the matter. Hon. members are at liberty
to discuss the motion and if it is desired to
pass the matter on to the Auditor General,
the Government will have no objection, al-
though I do not see what good can he served
by so doing. As I have said, all the infor.
mution is on the file and I do not knew that
it will be possible to elicit any inove.

Hon, R. J. LYNN (West) [5.253): The
concluding remarks of the Houorary Minis-
ter satisfy e, inasmuch as he stated that
if the Mouse decides to pass the maotion, the
‘Government will not offer any oppoesition. T
intend to support the motion bhecause of the
seeond paragraph which is in the direction of
ageertaining the present position and pros-
pects of the venture. Mr. Sanderson, when
-speaking, quoted extracts from the file fo
show that n considerable sum of money had
been advanced by the Government hefore
any money had been subseribed. If that is
s0, it would be interesting to know why mny
money was advanced by the Government Le-
fore an equivalent was subacribed hy the
shareholders. I' have no wish to question
whether this is o subsidy, a loan, or it grant,
but in the ordinary course of business, if the
Government were subsidising any firm or cor-
poration, the first thing to do before deposit-
ing any money at all would he to have a
legal agreement drawn up, and when the sub-
sidy was handed to the bank an equivalent
of that subsidy subseribed by the share-
holders of the eorportation would have to be
there also. T do not know how it can be
called a subsidy if Mr, Sanderson’s statenent
is eorreet when he said that £2,000 of Gov-
ernment wmoney wits deposited as against
£300 subscribed by the shargholders. A sub-
sidy is a grant of pound for pound on the
amount subseribed, but it appears to me that

the money was provided by the Government -

before the company was veally registered
That in itself appears to me tn be o loose
way of transacting business. Tn my opinion
the Government are quite right in assisting
an industry of this charaeter. Tt i8 one of
the industries I would favour the Govern-
ment granting a bonus to. T take no excep-
tion to that. I£ the motion is carried it will
do considcrable good, in my opinion, in the
direction of ascertaining the prospects af
the venture. T am anxious to see the venture

[COUNGILL ]

hecome a1 saveess, and 1 believe JMr., Sander-
son would alse he pleased to see the company
well es.ablished, but it is impossible undir
existing conditions for the venture to becowme
a suveess, 1 will give one reason, We have
heard i good deal about the competition of
the Jones vombine. That is indeed a very
wealthy combine, and it has far reaching
eifeets, but let me tell hon. members that the
Kalgoorlic rtrude is now rapidly being =ze-
cured by Adelaide.  Adelaide to-day is the
capital of Kalgoorlie and not Perth from u
loesl imdustry standpoeint. At the present
time jams can be taken from Adelaide to
Kalgoorlie at u lower rate than they van be
sent from I'erth to Kalgoorlie. I believe the
rate is something like £7 from Adelaide, while
from Perth it is something like £8.  Last
month the Nestle’s Milk Company hrought
no less than 100 tons of milk from Adelarde
at n cost of £7 n ton to Kalgoorlie, and our
freights on the local vailways would have
amounted to £8 #is. per ton, representing i
dead loss of £1,000 to this State. Ilow is
this sort of thing pussible? We hami out
State funds to subsidise a local industry on
the one hand, aud we go to the Common-
wealth authorities umder an agreement with
our State railways, on the other hand, and
give them the right to land cargo in Kal-
goorlic at n price which is in excess of that
which is charged from Perth to Kalgoorlie.

Hon, J, E. Dodd: That is not an insuper-
able diffienity.

Hon. R, J. LYNXN: Certainly not, but this
has been going on for the last mouth or two.
We have been told that this was brought
about because of the shortage of tonnuge
and that the tonnage was unable to compete,
It was also said thnt we had no tonnage with
which to bring our goods to Western Austra-
lia, A reference to Saturday morning’s
paper diseloses o statement by the  Prime
Minister in which he said that he had =«
steamer ready but could not get any freight
to take to Western Australia. The tonnape
qiregtion has been solved for some weeks, If
the tonnage question has Dbeen solved, and
there is no ocvasion for the question heing in-
troduced us te tuonmnage coming to our State,
why has this question of railway freights not
been considered hefore? It appears ludicrous
to me that we are giving subsidies to. and
oxpecting suceess from a company in Perth,
when we are, under an agreement, allowing
retail people to charge 1d. per 1b. more for
the A P.L. jams than Jones & Co. are allowed,
and subsidising the jam factory, or the in-
dustry, with this cash from the Government
and then allowing the best part of our mar-
kets, that is in Kalgoorlie, to be exploited hy
another State. Tt may he good policy from
the point of view of the manufacturer, but
from the point of view of the foundation uof
an industry, it camnot be a suecess if it in-
volves the bleeding of the public to this ex-
tent. An industry must stand on its own
basis. T.oeal jams, just as an other commo-
dity which is introdnced, must of necessity
have some sales if the company is going to
keep going and build up the fruit industry.
T have no wish to quarrel with the Govern-
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meut in this respect, other than to say that
if they propose to enntinue this they should
coutinue it on a much larger scale than they
arg doing now, The primary and secondary
industrica are the only industries that arce
going to do our State anyv good. For fur too
many years we have been sending out of the
State hundreds of thousands of pouvds for
stuff which we should be prodocing locally.
[f the Government propose to continue on
these lines, and 1 think thev are going in the
right direction from the subsidy  point of
view, they should o something more to place
the bnsiness on such 2 somiwl hasis as to se-
cure suceess. I intead to support the motion
in oriler to ascertaiu the prospeets of this in-
dustry. Aoy assistanee that T can render to
the Government in this matter 1 shall be only
oo plud to give, and also te supply any in-
formation that is at my disposal. The Hon-
orary Minister guoted some paragraphs re
lating tn the fruit market, and I have herc a
telegram which might diseount the figures he
mentioned, to some extent. T do think the
Government should. if possible, aseertain if
a larger sum conld not be used to place this
industry on a firm basis, aod if there couldl
not bhe some co-ordination between (overn-
ment departments in order to ensure the sue-
eession of the ventnre,

flon. J. EWING  (South-West) [3.35]:
What appeals to me ore than anything
else is the inadequate mauner in which these
industries are being provided {for. 1F the
Ainister would carry out  the  suggestion
made by Mr. Sanderson and lay on the Table
of the House the report of the auditors upon
tie work of this company, T think it would
overcome, to a large cxtent, the necessity
for the motion. What we do want to
know, however, is the poliey of the Govern-
ment in this matter. We kuvow that we are
in wvery parlous straits as regards our fin-
anees at the present time, We were told by
the Government, and by the preceding Gov-
arnment, that what we lhave to de is to cn-
courage production. Tf this is going to be
done, it must he done in o larger way than
is now being  done. When the Honorary
Minister was speaking, an interjection was
made in regard to the Treasurer, who 18 sup-
posed to have an agrecment to step in. So
far as T ean pgather the words  ‘‘step in™’
mean that he is to vome in the moment these
people nre in difliculties, in onler to protest
the interests of the Government and the peo-
ple of Western Australin.  But we may make
a grave ¢rror in stepping in oat an iuoppog
tune time, The position of the people of the
South-West, who are intervsted in the fruit
griwing industry, i~ o serious one, In 1917
we found that there was a slot of frnit and
alt export hal stopped. Tn #hese civenng-
stitnces, every .epneouragetient shoubl  be
given to them so far as freit enuning is on-
coLapel. These [mltil'll*ﬂi peonle have gl
ready o lsevthed £2.500 sviivens the Coverns
ment, ul- te ddate, lorve eontribated  €£2,500,
Wihen spea‘ting or the dddeess iu-reply, 1
sitid that the Sovernment siould come along
with a matter of €l inoarder ta place
this inductry o g firp ool woond hads AL
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Kingswill, [ think it was, interjected **Thoy
have not asked for that amouni: why force
it upon them?’' aund scemed, to some extent,
to ridicule the propesition. It is no good
buildiag up an industry of this kiad in op-
position to Jones & Co.. of Tasmania, with-
out u large amount of capital., [ o not
think Mr. Sanderson is opposed to the fos-
tering of this industry. He is one who has
gonr in largely for fruit growing himself,
amd | prathered from his vemarks that he is
eontirely In sympathy with the industry. He
desires it to be earried out on proper com-
mercial lines vo doubt, but thinks these people
shoulil put up pound for pouwwd. I take up
thie  position- -and always have done so, cs-
peeially at o time like this-—that it is neees-
sary for the Government to  define  their
policy. They know perfectly well that the
peaple in the Sonth-West Who are endeavour-
ing to improve the duwirying industry, as
well ax the fruit growing, have not the meney
in their possession with whieh to put up
pouml for poumd, Tf they have not  this
money it is for the Government to consider
whut their policy is going to be. W are
tedd that the Government have no wmoney.
T refuse to believe this to he the position
in Western Australia to-day. A better state
of affairs would exist if the CGovernmeni
would say, ““We will earmark £150.006 and
aequire that money somehow, and have it
available to lend to these people who desire
to establish industries.”? Sueh a policy, if put
into vifect, would bhe greatly to the advan-
tage of our Sfate. If we are going to tell
these people whe are endeavouring to huild
up the primary industries of the State that
we have no money for tlen, that it cannot
Lbe ohtained, and if we are to refuse every
tequest they make for money and assistance,
there is no hope for Western Australia. The
Government should realise that the only way
to et out of our diffieulties is to lend money
to people who are prepared to develop the
primarcy industries of the State, such as the
fruif aund ecanning peopde, and shoulil provide
aosum of £1o0en 9f they are satisfied that
the prospects are good, | olo net suppese
many hon. members will rake up that posi-
tion, hut I trust some of them will do so.
It i~ the only possibls position for us o take
up in rhis State at the present time, [f
the Honorary Minister  is confronted with
any possible disaster in connection with any
partivitlar company, or eg-operative concern,
in the estublishment of an iudustry, whether
a  bwtter factory or fruit amd canning
work<, let himi think of the future of Weat-
ern Anstralin and let him ot hesitate to
wlvatier the neeessury money, in  order to
keep these people going.  Tf the Minister
will promise tn lay the anditor’s reports on
the Table of the [Tomse, what Mr, Sanderson
veguires will have been done. T am  sure
thut suel vepurts will contair a0 great deal
of mitter of interest ta hon.  members. I
wortld impress wpon the Honoeavy Minister,
the tieverbment aml the Tregsaver, that it is
theiv Wity fo find this mower.  If they in-
tend o miake evervoue of these en-operative
comeri~ in eonnection with our prinary in-
wrstries find pound for jound Lnfore f,_"it'ing
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them any money, they will get into the posi-
fion that they caunot make good and these
industries will laaguish. This may be an
opinion which will not be voiced by any
other hon, member, but I believe it to be
the true pesition. The Government should find
a sum of £150,000 and ascertain those diree-
tions in which it ean hest be spent in the
intercsts of primary production, Tf they can
do this it will he the salvation of the prim.
ary industries of our State.

Hon. 7. DUFFELL  (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [5.40]: T intended to support the
motion but, seeing that there iz a likelihood of
the mover repiying almost immediately, T will
take this opportunity of saving that it was
with no small amount of regret that T listened
to the words of my colleague, Mr. Sanderson,
a few evenings ago when le made his state-
ment with regard to the Honorary Minister,
Mr. Baxter. T was hoping that some hon, mem-
ber, in gpeaking to the motion, wonld have
drawn attention to this statement. With a full
knowledge of the meaning of my words I say
now that [ regret exceedingly the words which
were nsed by JMr. Sanderson as to the admin.
istration by Mr. Baxter as Monorary Minister,
and contend thar they were uncalled for. As
regards the industry under consideration, I am
sure the Honorary Minister will not he found
wanting in his dety concerning his use of
the funds of the Government in assisting any
of our primary or secondary industries. I have
always made a point in this House of encour-
aging, as far as in me lies, the primary and
se-ondary industries of the State. We have had
quite recently an example, and also the experi-
ence, of our dependence upon the industries of
the Fastern States during this time of tronble.
We have had fgnres ¢uoted by hon. members
to show that it has heen found necessary to
bring articles of food over from the Eastern
States to Kalgoorlie at a lower price than that
at which they could have heen carried over our
own State ratlways from Fremantle to Xal-
goorlie, That was explained by the leader of
the House n few evenings ago when he said
that at the time that arrangement was muade it
was hnpossible to get tonnage with which to
bring these articles from Adelaide to Fre-
mantle, or any other port in Western Australia.
I do not know that it is essential for me to
enlarge wupon this, but I think the motion is
necessary from the point of view put forward
by Mr. Lynn, namely, that we should know the
position with regard to the froit canning in-
dustry of Western Australia, Personally T am
not afraid of anyv outside eompetition, no mat-
ter how streng the particular company may he,
Every company must have a beginning, and if
they ecommence on right lines they have very
little to fear from competition, providing of
course they look after the percentage of over-
head expenses in conjunelion with their output.
By the large orders placed with the company
by the Tmperial and the Commonwealth Gov-
-ermments, some consideration has already been
shown te them. In previous years tons of fruit
have bheen allowed to rot upon the ground or
have heen fed to pigs owing to the want of
commereial avennes for ifs disposal. Therefore
‘the Government are justified, so long as a quid
pro quo is put up by the producers, in encoir-

[COUNCIL.]

aging anything in the nature of a canning and
jam making industry.

The COLONTAL SECKRETARY {Hon. H, P,
Colebateh—East [5.46]: In reference to a re-
mark made by Mr. Ewing, ) would like to sug-
gest that the Government are hardly in a posi-
tion to umlertake to lay on the Table of the
House the report of the auditors of thia com-
pany.

Houn, JJ. Ewing:
the position.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: But the
Government, although they see no good object
to be served Ly the motion, have no objection
whatever to the wmatter heing reported on by
the Auditor (ieneral

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sab-
urban—in reply) [5.48}: I desire to have
an opportunity of dealing with one or two
extrancous matters referred to by the Hon-
orary Minister, I shall refer to them merely
in passing, It was my belief that members
of this House heard enough from me nbout
unification, without hearing anything from
anyone else. I think I can make the pledge
that after this very brief reference I shall
not rvefer to the matter again this sessiom.
And that may mean ftor ever. The Honer-
ary AMinister challenged me to go to my elee-
tors on this unification question. Tt is some-
what significani that this very aftervoon, as
T was coming to this House, T should read
the following referenes to unification in the
speech of one of the candidates for the met-
ropolitan seat, a reference with whieh T as-
sociate myself, if not to the extent of every
word, vet to the extent of u practical en-
dorsement—

It is said in some quarters that our sal-
vation is in unification, in others separa-
tion, and that to remain as we are means
bhankruptey. You will naturally ask me
what are my views, I reply that unifiea-
tion at the present time is impracticable.
We could not lave unification without
the other States agrecing, and we know
that some of them would not come in. We
might possibly put nwp a case for separa-
fion

T favour separation vather than unification;
there I differ from the candidate, Mr. Love-
kin.

but it will he difiicult to obtain. To go

on as we are, of vourse does involve bhank-

ruptey. My sugpestion iz that we Ao the
best we can until after the war, make as
little leeway as possible, and when peace
is declared have a convention as outlined
by AIr. Augtin Chapman, to consider this
question of the future Government of Aus-
tralia.
So far from refusing to aceept the challenge,
T not only take it up myself, but am de-
lighted to point out that one of the eandi-
dates for the Metropolitan Province has ar-
rived at a similar conclusion. With regard
to the motion, T am comparatively indif-
ferent whether it i3 carried or not. T have
had an inspection made with my own eres,
and I have bad a report made by an inde-

1 did not know that was
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pendent authority, whose opinion I respect. I
am indeed glad that all the papers have
Irecn laid on the Table of the Honse. So far
from putting ooly once side of the case, as
the Minister charged me with doing, I said
that the facts and figures appearing in the
file disclosed a prima facie case for an in-
dependent report, so that we could know
where we are. That is the position in which
T stand at present. that a prima facie case
has been made out, and that it would be of
value to know what the opinion of an inde-
pendent aunditor and a trained accountant on
this affair might be. But if T made any at-
tack which hort the susceptibilities of the
Honorary Minister, an attuck to which even
ny case-hardened colleague has taken ex-
ception, T ean tell the Honorary Alinister
that anything T said when moving my mo-
tion is a bagatelle to what I am prepared to say
here now and to what T am prepared to say
nutside, Let net the Honorary Minister im-
agine that in this Chamber we bandy words
and indulge in personalities. If we had any
desire to do so, vou, Mr. President, would
prevent us. So far as T know, never has the
House behaved itself, in the personal aspect,
except with the greatest decorum. T am deal-
ing with the Honorary Minister as repre-
centing the Cabinet and as represcnting that
malign section of the Cabinet, the Country
party. If it gives my hon. eolleague any
satisfaction, let me  withdraw everything
that T said about the Honorary  Minister
here, and let me go on and tell his honorary
colleague in the other Chamber, that T am
prepared to publish about him tenfold of
what T said here in this House. I am pre-
pared to say that cither of the Honorary
Minister representing the Country party or
of the County party themselves. And this
is the grand finale of a National Government
and of clective ministries, that a colleague

nf a member of the Cabinct secks to defend -

himself, not by assuming that corporate rve-
sponsibility to which we were trained in the
old system of Parliamentary (Government,
but by dissociating himself from his col-
leaguc. This is the new system, the Coun-
trr party system or method of government,
that apparently a Minister ean repudiate his
colleagues in order to proteet himself. Tt
the Honorary Minister tn another place un-
derstand quite clearly that so far as  my
election is concerned. this is not an  clee-
tioneering speech, but is a speech against the
Country party. Tf it is the last speech T am
to make here or anvwhere else, still T wish
to  warn Westernr Anustralia against the
malign influence of the Country party. Not
so much against that party as it was organ-
ised originally, but as it has been carried on
by its members in these two Houses of Par-
Liament, T see the grentest danger in that
party.  Let hon. members nat talk about the
danger of the Labour party. They were had
euough. But what have the Country party
done? Thexr have destroved the Taberal
party. So far as T ean understand. T remain

the kole representative in Parliament of
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what wus considered the Liberal party of
Western JAustralin, That is the position in
which | find myself. My attack is nof on
the Honorary Minister. He is nothing to us
persoually, except that we greatly regard
him. o far as politics are concerned, how-
ever, no words that I would he permitted to
use in your presence, Hir, would express the
feeling of alarm with which [ view the per-
formances of the Country party. What is
the one plank-—and this is what inukes me so
agitated, if hon. members like—what is the
one plank of the Country party which cansed
that party to be welcomed by sections of the
vommunity in all parts of Western Austra-
lin? It wuas theiv fiseal polivy; it was their
free trade poliex. And herve this afternocon
the Honorary Minister tells me that Ishould
support this affair lwvouse it would  put
money in my poeket, The MHononrary Min-
ister in this Chamber was surprised that 1,
as a fruitgrower, was uot supporting the af-
fair, since it would put money in my pocket.
Let me ask this—what, in one word, is the
essence of protection? It is the robbery of
the majority of the people to put money into
the pockets of the minority. That is my de-
finition of protection. The Country party

started off as champions of that belief; but

they end with this ridiculous £3,000 granted
to the fruitgrowers, and probably lost.
There is semc hope of shattering the Labour
party. Their policy shatters itself, Their
poliey is to rob the inority in order to put
money into the pockets of the majority. But
the porlkets will not go round; there is not
a suofficient numhber of pockets into which
one can pub one’s hand in order to send out
moneyr to the majority of the people who
support the Labour party. T welcomed with:
the greatest pleasure the intimation given
the other evening by the Hon. J. E. Dodd that
at any rate there is one person who revolts.
against that system. So we come to the con-
clusion of this affair. T am going outside;
myv term of office is practieally exhausted; I
certainly have very little right and abso-
lutely wo inclinatien to expound my opinions
on public questions inside this  Chamber,
sinte [ am going to my electors. I shall’
either vome haek tortifi]l to go on with the
work which T have heen attempting to do
bere, or T shall finish with political affairs so-
far as the Legislative Council is concerned,
Tf [ am rejected, my successor will rightly
take upon himself the privilege and the duty
of represeating my present constituents. DBut
I am going to my constituents to tell them
first of all that T accept the challenge of the-
Honorary Minister. My rolleague is appar-
ently very sensitive to my strictures, and T
am sorry that they should have shoeked hin.
I am afraid, however, T must go on, as the
last Liberal, in my own way, T am going out
to tell the electors of the Metropolitan-Sub-
urban Province of what the Country party
have done, of what theyr are doing, and of
the danger to the whole State of Western
Australia 3f they are allowed to continne in
office and in power any longer. That finishoea-
the affair. T am quite sure the Honorary
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Minister and aiso my hon. colleague envively
abgolve me from any personal attack on the
Honorury Minister or on any other mecmber.
It is too exhausting, particularly when 1 am
almost c¢hoked with emotion to think of the
outrageous position into which the publie
aftairs of this State have drifted, and for
which, to my way of looking at the matter
at any rafe, the Country party, and the Couan-
try party alone, ave mainly responsible. Tt
is indeed a grief to me. When I 'saw the Lib-
eral party shattered and ginking. L thouyht
that at any rate there was this lifeboat of
the Country party with one sound plank. |
did not ask for murh—just one sound plank.
That plank, if the llonovary Minister iz a
proper and representative member of  the
Country party, has gone, and T have finishaid
with the Country party as well, What hap-
pens to this motion is a matter of compara-
tive indifference to me. If, as I understand,
the leader of the Iouse does not ubject, pos-
sibly it will be advantageous to have this re-
port; if, on the other hand, the (‘alonial Ree-
retary or anvhody else objects, ] am com-
paratively indifterent. I think it wonld lLe
interesting, and of some value, but T enn
assure hon. members that I have alreadys
made an judependent investigation of this
question, not hy myself alone but with the
assistance of skilled helpers, and the conse-
quent report amd opinions I shall also have
an opportunity of putting hefore my electors
before wany weeks are over, Having said
that, T repeat the pledge that T shall not
again mention unification in this Honse. I
recognise that my term of offiee is practically
at an end, and that it would be most un-
seemly in me, and woull poassibly hamper
my sueeessor it [ drew upen the representa-
tives of the Motropolitan-Suburban province
even the eritivisin of the Honeorary Ministor,
to which it =eens iy honovrahle eoller ¢na
his some little objection.

mestion (mt aned passed.

BILY.- ELECTORAT, AT AMENDMENT.
Assembly s Message.

Condideration resomed from the 7th Marel
of the As=emibly s Message giving reasons far
disagrecing to rhe new clanse added by the
Couneil, providing a penulty for disormlerly
hehaviaur at o Jawful public politieal meat-
ing.

In Committee.

Hou. W. Kingamill in the Chair; the Colo-
nial Seerctary in charge of the BIllL

The CHATRMAXN: On Thursday last pro-
gress was reported oo the motion moved by
the Colonial Hecrptovy *‘That the (‘onneil’s
amenrlurent be nof ingisted wpon.’’

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: On Thurs-
day | moved to report progress jn ovder that
I might have an opporunity of inquiring
into the reasons pgiven hy the Assembly for
disagrecing  with  the amendment. T sub-
mitted the matter to the Solicitor (ieneral
for l'is opinion, and ir the rconvse of a min-
ute to me that officer reports that at any
time Auring the course of i public meeting

[COUNCIL.]

any puerson present may be required to leave
by the vouvenors or the chaivman of the
meeting, and in ¢ase of refusal may be re-
moved.  As to fhe point raised by the As-
sembly that the Police Act deals with the
mattoer, the Solicitor General reports that un-
der the Police Act of 1842 disorderly ¢onduet
in nuy public place is an offence punishable
by a fine of £2, or one month’s imprisonment.
He points out that owr amendment would not
strengthen the position, because, under the
Iolice Aet, any person who at a public meet-
ing acts in a diserderly maunner, is liable to
the penalty provided in that Act. The Solie-
tor Generil also informg me that cases have
boen sieeessfully taken under  the 1olice
Aet,  In these circumstances J do not think
there is sufficicot justification for insisting
o our amendment.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: 1 am glad to have
the assuranca that suflicient power is pro-
vided in the I'eolice Met, and 1 only wish
that all futare chairmen of politival meet-
ingg were supplied with the same inforing-
tion as to their powers to restrict disorderly
hehaviour at weetings. At very many pub-
tie meetings the chaivmen have heen at a
luag to know exactly what action they could
take. Persomally [ fail to see why we
should not insist on this amendment to the
Electoral Act. If the provision is there in-
clnded, the chaivman of # meeting will know
exactly what power he has. T will vote in
favour of insisting on the amendment,

Hon. J. X, TTOLAES: T anpport the posi-
tinn taken uwp by Afr. Llamersley. T have
lul experience of mestings held uwnder the
State legislation aml of mectings held under
the Federal Flectoral .Aet, T think it will
be agreed that the provision in the Fedoeral
Act has had a very good effeet in strength-
rning the position of chairmen of public pol-
itical meetings. It enables the chairman to
quote the Inw, which very likely he would be
unable tu do if the penalty was hidden away
in the Police Act,

IHon, A, SANDERSKSON: In view of the op-
pusition of another place T think it would be
inadvisnble to iusigst upon the endment.
Atter all, the wmptter is not of vital fimport-
auce.  Politival mectings in thie Stute, as a
vile, are wverv tame. 1 speak  with  some
kunowledge of the snbject. 1 am one of the
few who have had rotten cggs flirown at
them, 1 think the electors shonld be as free
as possible iu their choice, and in their meth-
uds of expressiige approval or disapproval. Tn
the cireumstanees | thiuk it wonld be a nis-
buke to ins<ist wpeou the amendinent disagreed
with by the Assewhly.

fuestion put amld passed,

Resolution  reported. the  report
awd a Messuue aecordingly  returned
RN TLS

adopted,
tn  the

Howse i ned ar 633 pan,




